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COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


SERMON FOR YOUTH. 
SERMON IV. 
PROVERBS, Viii. 17.—‘¢ Those that seek me early shall find me,” 


My dear young friends, these words demand your most 
serious and atientive consideration. They are the words 


of Christ. Yes, the Saviour, tne Lord of all, who once 
' came down to our word, who was once a child, was 


once young as you now are, here condescends to address 
you. Though he is exalted at the right hand of God 
the Father; though angels adore him; though all the 
armies of heaven bow in his presence; still he never over- 
looks you; he feels a tender concern for you; your 
welfare lies near his heart. Perhaps you have never 
thought of it—perhaps it hasnever been told to you ; but 
I would have you from this time remember, that when 
wisdom is introduced in the book of Proverbs, speaking 
to men, as it is in the chapter which contains the text, 
it is the Saviour who is meant by it. No more proper 
title can be given to him. He is wise in the highest de- 
gree. The Bible says, that in him are hid all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. He also gives 
wisdom to men. Without his instruction, they would be 
entirely ignorant respecting the concerns of their souls. 
If you would know any ris about God, about your: 
2 
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selves, about heaven, about hell, about your everlasting 
welfare, you must look to him to teach you. He will not 
indeed speak to you, as he did to his disciples and others 
about him when he was on earth; but he does as really 
speak to you now in the Holy Scriptures, as he once did 
to them with his voice. He also ‘addresses you in the 
dealings of his providence. Every circumstance which 
concerns you, every event which you see taking place, is 
ordered by his hand. _ By every such thing he endeavours 

_ to instruct you, to make you wise. He speaks to you by 
his ministers. They arc commanded to warn you, to 
reprove and instruct you in hisname. Asa minister of 
Christ, and feeling the greatest’ anxiety for your good, 
my young friends, I have undertaken to speak to you at 
this time. See to it that you attend carefully to what I 
say to you, and that you remember it. Probably minis. 
ters have spoken to you many times from the pulpit, and 
you have all the while been thinking of other things, and 
have known but very little what they said. But it must 
not be so now. Iam about to address you in print; and 
you must read carefully and seriously, while I tell you, 
How you must seek Christ, and, Why you should seek 
him earnestiy. You must also rémember what you read ; 
must lay it up in your minds, and must think of it from 
dav to day. 

1. You must seek Christ earnestly, humbly, and per- 
severingly. 

1. Earnestly. You know how you seek things which 
you love, which you think are of great value. You fee! 
that you cannot do without them. You strive with all 
your might, you make all the efforts im your power to 
obtain them, In this manner should you seek an interest 
in the Saviour. You should feel that you cannot live 
without his favour, that it is the one thing needful for you. 
You should strive to obtain it as you do to obtain those 
earthly things which you esteem most valuable and pre- 
‘cious. Is there not sufficient cause for this? Consider 
how much you need the friendship of the Saviour. Wiith- 
out it yeu are poor and miserable. Without it your 
friends, your health, every thing which yeu can have, 
will not make youhappy. In the ful! flow of your spirits, 
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free, aS perhaps you are, from sickness and pain, and ex- 
pecting to continue so, you may suppose that you can be 
satisfied with what you now enjoy, even without the Sa- 
viour. But you are mistaken. All your worldly enjoy- 
ments are not sufficient to secure your happiness. They 
may suddenly disappoint you; they may, much sooner 
than you expect, leave you miserable. What is your 
health ? You have seen others, who bad as much strength 
and activity as you now have, suddenly laid low with siek- 
ness. Ina few hours all their beauty and their cemfort 
have come to an end, and they have been filled with pain 


and distress. So it may be with you. If you enjey health 


to-day, this is no evidence that you will enjoy it to- 
morrow. Before you are at all prepared for it, some dis- 
tressing and mortal disease. may come upon you, and all 
your enjoyments be at an end. But you may tell me, 
you have kind parents, who are always ready to do you 
good; who are so happy in nothing else, .as in making 
you happy. If this isthe fact, you should certainly thank 
God, and should love and honour those parents. But, 
dear youth, your parents are frail and mortal like your- 
selves. Perhaps they are already aged and infirm, 
At all events it is certain, that in a little time they must 
die, and you be left orphans in the world. The period is 
short, in which they can support and protect you, or show 
you any kind office. So it is with every thing in this 
world. The things which you value most will certainly 
disappoint you. You cannot be too sensible of your own 
weakness, nor of the miserable and perishing nature of 
every thing in this world. Let ine tell you then, you must 
have an interest in Christ. You are wretched now, and 
will be wretched for ever without it. Every thing else 
will fail you. But those who possess the friendship of 
Christ may have strong consolation; their hope will ne- 
ver be disappointed. He can make you bappy now and 
happy for ever. Is it not then worth your while to seek 
him earnestly ? Are you not willing to put forth all your 
strength, to make all the exertion which you can make in 
this undertaking? If you seek so as to find, you gain 


"every thing which is necessary for you. If you were 


ready to perish with hunger, or saw yourselves liable to be 
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in any way destroyed, would you not lay out all your 
strength ; would you not do every possible thing that you 
might be delivered? Oh! then, when you are without 
spiritual good; when your souls are in danger; when 
you have no substantial hope for time or for eternity, be 
‘wise ; spare no pains in seeking Christ, who only can 
afford you relief. Had you right views of this subject, 
you would give yourselves no peace, would enjoy no com- 
fort, till you found him; till he was in you the hope of 
lory. 
4 Md You should seek the Saviour humbly; that is, you 
should be deeply sensible of your own weakness, your 
sins, and your wants. You must give up all pride, all 
good opinion of yourselves ; must feel that your strength 
is weakness, your wisdom folly, your righteousness filthy 
rags. You must realize that as creatures, you are in the 


highest degree, feeble and helpless. Having no confidence | 


in any thing which you can do for yourselves, you must 
trust in the Saviour as an almighty Friend, as one who has 
everlasting strength. Sensible that, with all their spright- 
liness and activity, your bodies are only bodies of clay; 
are like the grass which withereth, or the fading flower ; 
you must look to Him as one who giveth power to the 
faint, and to them that have no might increaseth strength. 


You must also feel sensible of your own ignorance, must F 


realize that your understanding is weak, that you are 
sadly iguorant respecting all things, especially those which 
concern your spiritual interest. With this feeling you 
must be willing to sit at the feet of Jesus and hear his 
words. If you are humbly sensible of your ignorance, and 
come to him for instruction, he will teach you all things, 
will make you wise unto salvation. But you must be 
humble, because you aresinners. ‘Though you have been 
but a few years in the world, still how nuuch have you done 
to offend the God who made you, and the Saviour who 
redeemed you. You have not prayed to God as you 
ought; you have broken many of his holy command- 
ments; you have indulged many wicked thoughts and de- 
sires; you have not loved God; you have been disobe- 
dient to your parents; have not always spokenthe truth; 
haye been unkind and quarrelsome to your young com- 
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panions and friends; you have often and in many ways 
showed a proud and wicked heart. Now all these things 
are contrary to God’s holy law, and exceedingly offensive 
to bim. Because you have done these and many other 
sinful deeds, God is angry with you, and threatens to de- 
stroy your soul in hell. There is no one who can save 
you from your sins, and from eternal burnings, but Christ. 
But he will never do this for you, if you are not exceed- 
ingly humble for the wickedness which you have commit- 
ted. You must feel that youare vile in the sight of God ; 
that you have done much to provoke him; that you have 
no excuse for it; that you deserve to be sent to misery. 
if you do not come to Christ with these feelings ; if you are 
not humbled and grieved for all your sinful conduct, he 
will never accept you. If you say that you have done no 
iniquity, if you attempt to excuse yourselves, he will be 
no Saviour for you. It is only those who labour, and are 
heavy laden with sin, that are pleasing in his sight. Such 
are the feelings which you must have in seeking Christ, 
if you would hope to find him. 

3. You must seek him perseveringly. The young often 
have some s.--ious reflections, they often feel for a time 
concern for their souls, but soon permit worldly thoughts 
and pleasures, the vanities and trifles of time, to drive ali 
seriousness from their minds. Many young persons have 
resolved that they would earnestly seek Christ, and would 
live a life of religion ; but soon their goodness has appeared 
‘¢ as a morning cloud, and as the earlydew.” They have 
been discouraged in seeking the pearl of great price, or 
they have allowed the tempiaiions of the world to turn 
their thoughts to other things. But, my young friends, 
if you wo.ld make sure to yourselves the good part, you 
must not only seek Christ with vour whole heari, but you 
must never give over seeking till you find him. Ina case 
where your immortal souls are at stake, where eternal 
happiness is to be gained or lost, you must noi suffer any 
thing to discourage or to hinder you. Will it not be in- 
finitely better to spend all your days in anxiously seeking 
a share in the Saviour’s love, than to fail of the grace of 


~ fife, and tie down in sorrow for exert ti you lose your 
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all. But their salvation is not to be obtained by a few 
prayers, a few exertions, by shedding a few tears. No, you 
must labour, and pray, and strive as long as you live. You 
must determine that nothing shall hinder you from seek- 
ing Christ. You must resolve, that if you must in the end 
perish, it shall be from the foot of the cross, crying, 
‘* Lord have mercy on me.” But I can assure you, that 
if you make this resolution and keep it, you shail not fail 
of the grace of life. To all the young, especial/y, we may 
hold out the certainty, that if they seek Christ with the 
earnestness, the humility, and the perseverance now re- 
commended, he will be found of thein in peace. 


COMMUNICATED FOR TFHE GUARDIAN. 


AN INSTANCE OF IMITATING JESUS CHRIST. 


It is very desirable that young persons should be im- 

ressed with a sense of the importance of imitating Jesus 

Christ. In advanced age, they will more easily continue 
the habits acquired in youth. 

The following is a remarkable instance of this imifa- 
tion: 

A widow, who had little property, but who was pious, 
and solicitous for the education of her children, had a 
daughter, ten years of age, named Dorothy. ‘This little 
girl was lively and volatile. The mother feared her child 
would be injured by her little companions; and not having 
leisure to attend herself, as was necessary, to the education 
of her daughter, put her, notwithstanding her poverty, to 
board at the house of a pious lady, whose time was de- 
voted to the instruction of children. 

Dorothy staid two years with Mrs. P ; she made a 
remarkable progress in piety, and retained the salutary 
counsels of her pious instructress, particularly her advice 
to propose to herself Jesus Christ as a model in all her 
conduct. When she returned to her mother, Dorothy was 
ihe example and consolation of all her family. Patient, 
mild, obedient, she never complained ; spoke little, and 








W 


Imitation of Christ. 331 


that to the purpose. Always contented, she bore with 


' good humour all the labour and the trials ‘she was obliged 


to undergo. She was modest, an enemy to all vanity, she 
respected every one, spoke ill of no person, loved to do 
good, and was hospitable and kind to all. She remem- 
bered the Apostolic direction, “ not slothful in business, 
fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.” 

Such conduct soon rendered her an object of esteem to 
her acquaintance; but jealousy raised her some enemies. 
Some envious companions, endeavouring to tarnish her 
reputation, treated her as a hypocrite and an enthusiast. 
Dorothy suffered all in silence, for the love of Jesus 
Christ; and always showed some marks of kindness to 


| those who spoke ill of her. -The neighbourhood at last 


acknowledged the goodness of Dorothy, and the calum- 
nious discourse of her enemies turned to their confusion. 
The minister of the parish, admiring in her the effects 


of grace, and hearing the good she did to those who as- 


sociated with her, said to her one day, “ Dorothy, I, beg 
you to tell me, in confidence, how you live, and how you 


behave with your companions.” “ Sir,” answered Doro- 


thy, ** it seems to me that I do little, compared with what 
Tought todo. Bui I endeavour to remember the advice 
Mrs. P gave me, when I was only eleven years old. 
She often taught me to set Jesus Christ before me asa 
patiern in all my actions and in ajl my troubles. In this 
manner I aim to follow her advice. When I awake and 
rise ip the morning, I represent to myself the Holy Jesus, 
who at his rising devoted himself to the service of God, his 
Father. In order to imitate him, I offer myself to God, 
consecrating to him my days, toil, and labours. When } 
pray, [ represent to myself that Jesus prayed and adored 
his Father; and I endeavour to be like him in this, and to 
feel the fervour he exhibited. When I work, I think co 
Jesus Christ toiled, and taboured, and suffered for 

salvation; and far from complaining, with love wind le- 
signation I work and labour to follow his example. When 
{am commanded to do any thing, I recollect that Jesus 
Christ was obedient and submissive to his parents, and 
immediately I resolve to obey likewise. If I am com- 
manded to do any thing hard and painful, [remember that 
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Jesus Christ submitted to the death of the cross for me ; 
then I cheerfully do all Iam commanded, however diffi-’ 
cult it may be. If lam spoken ill of, or if I am injured, 
or spoken to harshly, I do not answer; I suffer it patient- 
ly, remembering that Jesus Christ suffered in silence, 
and without complaining at the accusations, calumnies, 
torments, and the most cruel reproaches. I think also 
that Jesus was innocent, and did not deserve to suffer 
what he endured, but that I am a sinner, and deserve to 
suffer more than is possible for me to suffer. When I 
take my food, remember that Jesus took his with mo- 
deration, selfdenial, and gratitude, and that he ate and 
drank only that he might be able to glorify his Father. 
If I am obliged to eat any thing that is disagreeable, I 
think of the gall that Jesus took when on the cross, and 
I am not disposed to murmur or complain. When I am 
hungry, and have nothing to satisfy me, I endeavour to 
be contented, remembering that Jesus Christ fasted forty 
days and forty nights; that he suffered hunger and many 
unpleasant things because of his compassion to sinful 
men.” 

The minister, unable to refrain from admiring so 
much knowledge and piety in such a young and poor 
girl, said to her, *O Dorothy, how happy are you! What 
consolations you have in your situation ! 

“It is true,” answered Dorothy, “ that I have great 
comfort in the service of God; but I will own to you, that 
I have troubles and conflicts to sustain; it requires great 
efforts to bear the railleries of those who make a jest of 
me, and to overcome my passions, which are very strong.” 
“ In what way,” said the minister, “ do you surmount 
your difficulties and temptations?” Dorothy freely an- 
swered him, “ When I am sorrowful and dejected, I re- 
present to myself the Saviour in the garden of Gethsemane, 
dejected, sad, and sorrowful, even unto death; or I think 
of him forsaken and without consolation upon the cross: 
while thus thinking about him, I repeat the words, which 
he so often repeated in the garden of Gethsemane, * my 
Father, thy will be done.” 

“ In conversation with your companions,” said her 
pastor. “ what do you converse about ?” “I talk to them,” 








me SSO Bee LT ey 


a "= Ww 


A Letier. 335 


answered Dorothy, “ about the same things, upon which 
[ have taken the liberty to converse with you. I desire 
them to take Jesus Christ as a model for their actions; to 
remember his prayers at the last Supper, his conversation 
when travelling, and all the troubles of his life, and how 
he conducted on all these occasions, and to follow his di- 


_yineexample. I tell them I have adopted this holy prac- 


tice, and that I derive very great benefit from it. There 
is nothing more excellent, or more noble, than to follow 
and imitate God; nothing sweeter than to serve so good 
a master.” 

« Well, Dorothy,” said the minister, “ you must go on, 
and continue to profit by the grace with which heaven fa- 
vours you; the Lord has for you gracious purposes of 
mercy and salvation.” O, how happy isasoul, which thus 
imitates Jesus Christ ! 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN, 


A LETTER. 


Hampshire County, ( Mass.) August, 1819, 
Dear B——, 

What I have already written to you relative to the 
revival of religion in this place, has been, I doubt not, in- 
teresting to you. ‘To hear that any of the race of apos- 
tate Adam are returning to God, in this fallen world, is 
animating to the hearts of his friends. But, unacquainted as 
I am with your particular feelings concerning the great 
subject of religion, I cannot judge whether it is pecu/iarly 
soto you, or not. I cannot but hope that your heart has 
been renewed by the grace of God—I would gladly be- 
lieve you possessed of that hope which is * an anchor to 
the soul”—yet I would not have you hope without good 
evidence, or view a concern of such moment but asa 
matter of infinite and solemn importance. 

You are anxious to hear from our Sabbath School, pa;- 
ticularly the little class of scholars which depended on 


“you for instruction the last season. With great gratitude 


f should, and, I trust Ido, recount the signal favours of 
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our covenant keeping God, who has appeared among 
us, not in judgment, “ to cut off the children from with. 
out, and the young men from the streets,” but to build 
up Zion, to perfect his praise out of the mouths of babes-- 
to turn the hearts of the sinful children of men to himself. 
Oh, if you do indeed love the Lord, it will rejoice your 
heart to learn, that while persons of all ages have been 
enquiring, “ What shall we do to be saved?” this little 
class of young immortals have been particularly blessed ! 
Five of those scholars give evidence of a saving change! 
Three of them, after due examination, have been receiv- 
ed as members of Christ’s visible church —have publicly 
professed their faith in him. It is really gratifying to see 
them meet, and converse together about the things that 
concern their everlasiing peace—to witness the happiuess 
they appear now to find in God’s holy word, those Scrip- 
tures of Divine truth, parts ef which were committed to 
memory, perhaps with no other view than to gain the ap- 
probation, or applause of their teacher, and others who 
heard them recite. With three of these young converts I 
had frequent opportunities of eonversing, when they seem: 
ed to be under very serious and deep concern for their 
souls. IJ felt particularly interested for them. I wished 
to learn what were their peculiar feelings, what views they 
haa of themselves, anc ef the character of Gad. 1 there- 
fore embracéd every opportunity of conversing with them, 
and of attending to their conversation among themselves ; 
and surely, my friend, if you had beard what! have heard 
among them, your heart must have been affected. No 
one, I think, after hearing them converse, could doubt the 
total depravity of the natural heart, and the absolute ne- 
cessity of being born again. 

One, who had been for several weeks very deeply im- 
pressed with a sense of her lost condition, observed in the 
most solemn manner, “ [ would not enter into heaven 
with my present state of mind and heart; for what could 
I do there among the holy angels and spirits of the just 
made perfect, who sing redeeming love! I know the Sa- 
viour came too seek and to save that which was lost; 
and though I feel myself wholly lost, yet I cannot 
fee! that [ am interested in the merits of his death 
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and sufferings. I do not love that God whom others 
praise ! I cannot think of any thing but my own wretch- 


‘ed state day and night; and though this keeps me froin 


sleeping, yet I cannot shed one tear; [ cannot weep even 
when I hear the sufferings of the Saviour told! Oh, if it 


were not for my hard heart, f should hope there might be 


yet mercy for me. Ido not wish to put off repentanee 
unti! Tam old; for if my heart is so hard now, what will 
it be if I prieve away the Holy Spirit, and live a life of sin 


/againsta holy God? Surely, then, He will not have mercy 


onme. Then He may justly say, “* I will laugh at your 
calamity, and mock when your fear “cometh.” 
Another had been in great distress of mind for nearly 


| three months; her compiaint was, a hard, impenitent, un- 


helieving, wicked heart. Finding her one day very iow, 
lasked what was her particular treuble? She replied, «| 
have wanied to tell yeu my feelings—I have wanted to 
ask you to pray for me, for I am afraid I shall be Jeft to 
‘hardness of heart and blindness of mind.? I am not re- 
conciled to the government of God—I know I hate holi- 
ness and all holy beings—I am not fit for heaven, and I 
fear I never shall be—I do not wish to live any longer 
without an inferest in Christ; and I am every day afraid 
I shall be stupid. Oh, the harvest wili be past, and the 
summer ended,’ and I shall not know the Lord! It may 
be, the next time you see me, I shall be careless, and wish 
not to hear any thing about religion. I want every one 
to pray for me. Don’t you forget me, 7f I do forget my- 
self.”? 

‘it was not long after this, that I heard them both speak 
of the great goodness of God, and his willingness to si ve. 
! have conversed with many perscns who were awakened 
to a sense of their lost condition by nature, but have never 
seen one, of any age, who appeared to have a greater 
sense of the sins of the heart, than those of whem { have 
been writing; and those of their age who have been 
awakened, and hopefully converted, in this place. It has 
been said, that “ children of twelve or thirteen years of 
age are incapable of receiving lasting, serious impressions.” 


‘I know that at that age the mind is easily diverted, and 


the most solemn admonitions from dying parents, brothers 
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or sisters, which at first have appeared deeply to impress 
the mind, have been forgotten; and levity of mind has 
appeared, soon as the clods have covered the friends whe 
were so anxious forthem. I know that, generally, 


‘¢‘ The tear down childhood’s cheek that flows, 
** Is like the dew-drop on the rose ; 

‘‘ When next the summer breeze comes by, 

s¢ And waves the bush, the flower is dry.” 


_ But, Jet the powerful operation of the Holy Spirit, set 
home upon the heart the truths of God’s word, and awaken 
the conscience, and we find the child capabie of ein 
deeply, solemnly, and lastingly affected. S. R 

child twelve years of age, was, for some time, very eens 
afiected with a sense of his need of the renewing grace of 
God. I had frequently seen him weeping alone; and one 
day inquired the cause, He answered, ‘ Oh, Tam the 

reatest sinner in the world; I have lived all my days in 
sin.’ I asked if any particular wicked deed he had done 
troubled him? He answered, “ not only what I have done, 
but my heart, which J never thought of befcre, my wick- 
ed heart, is opposed to that holy God, who sees it all, and 
who is angry with the wicked every day. ” I asked, “ Do 
you not love God, who sent his Son into the world to 
die for sinners? Do you not love Jesus for all he did 
and suffered for them?” He replied, “ I know I ought to 
love God more than every thing in the world; but I fear 
Ido not.” About two months after, I met "this child, 
who had never lost in any degrce his distress of mind un- 
til that day; he looked at me with great animation, and 
said, “ Oh, now I lo-e the Lord—I want to tel! all my 
companions what he has done for my soul —I want to ask 
therm to love the Saviour, who said, * Suffer little child- 
ren to come unto me’—I want them to come humbly to 
that God, who will grant them his mercy, ‘ without money 
and without price.” I feel as if I could pray that God 
would make all children love and serve him. I hope no 
child will neglect to pray, and seek au interest in Chirist ; 
for it may be, when they are old, if they make many 
prayers God will not hear. Ican praise the Lord for 
ever, for what he has done for me. I want all who are 
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-oing on in the way of sin, to turn and seek the Lord.” But 
Oh, they will not come toChrist. I have thought of this 
verse @ great many times to-day, 


“© Why was I made to hear thy voice, 

‘¢ And enter while there’s room ? 

«¢ Wien thousands make a wretched choice, 
‘¢ And rather starve than come !"’ 


Among those who appeared at one of our weekly meet- 
ings to relate their particular religious exercises of mind, 
I was surprised to see Mary E , and still more in- 
terested, when I iearned that she had been brought to 
feel her need of a Saviour, aad to rejoice in the hope that 
her sins were forgiven, while a member of the Sabbath 
School last year. I remembered hearing you speak of 
her appearance, and tell with what solemnity she re- 





: peated a certain hy m0, which hymn, she said, appeared 


then to her to be worth attention, Having never seen 
you at any time but on the Sabbath, she feared to tell her 
feelings—but, my friend, I have no doubt but this little 
girl, tin her great anxiety, often attended the Sabbath 
School, hoping to hear something that might direct her 
in her anxious inquiry after God: And now, permit me 
to ask you, Did you ever speak to these children of the 
infinite worth of the soul? When hearing them repeat 
the commands of God, the solemn warnings and threaten- 
ings contained in his word, could you ever anxiously say, 
fs ‘Oh, that they were wise, that they understood this?” 
Was not an important duty neglected? Did you ever, in 
secret, pour out your heart in prayer to Almighty God, 


for the salvation of the souls of these children ? Among 


the many who are at the present day engaged in instruct- 
ing children upon the sabbath, some, perhaps, do not 

ea.ize that they are spending ho/y time—that those who 
are looking to them for precept and example, are beings 
who must dwell in a state of consummate happiness, or in- 
conceivable misery, while the Eternal God exists! If we 
did but realize that we must meet before the bar of God, 
those whom we instruct, and that we must give an account 


“of what we have done, how anxious we should be to dis- 


charge every duty with faithfulness. That you may be 
2D 
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useful iu life, and happy in death, is the sincere desire of 
your triend, S 


ADVICE TO YOUTH. 


{ hope, precious youths, you will not think the following 
advice needless. {ff had thoughtso, I should have spared 
you the trouble of reading what follows, It is probable 
that you and I never saw each others faces, but we shai! 
see them shortly. You and I must meet at the final day. 
ft will be an infinite happiness to you, as it will be to all 
the saints, to stand, at that day, on the right hand of the 
glorious Redeemer. None except those who shall be 
found washed in the blood of the Lamb, will stand there. 
if you prepare for a blessed immortality, you will comply 
with the advice of one whose face you may not see until 
the last day. Unless you have the one thing needful you 
cannot be happy—lIt is this that I wish you to possess-——I 
desire your souls’ salvation, 

1. I advise you to love God. God is love, and worthy 
to be loved by you. The love which you ought to exer- 
cise towards him is holy. You cannot love him too much, 
either for his glory or your own benefit. ‘True love to 
him, was never designed to make your joys less, but to in- 
crease them. ‘The more you love him the more happi- 
ness you will enjoy. You can show no reason, which 
God will accept, why you should not love him with ail the 
heart and soul and strength. Do this immediately, for 
ought you not to love him for the favors which he has 
conferred upon you, since you — to exist unto the 

resent moment? Recolkect that God new beholds you, 
and knows what are your thoughts. Willi yeu, or will you 
not love him? Answer this question, I beceech you, ‘be- 
fore you read another senteace—If you have answered it, 
and are determined to love him the remainder of your 
days, and should do it, he will set his love on you, “and 
you shall be for ever happy. 

2. I advise you to fear your Creator. It is a godly 
fear that I mean: fear that worketh unto li ie. It is that 
kind of fear which the prophets and apostles had, and is 
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found in all who have an interest in the Son of God. It 
is not a tormenting fear, but one that will fit you for the 
society of the saints and angels in heaven. Perhaps you 
sometimes féar the fire of hell, but you ought to dread 
the thought of being banished from the presence of the 
Lord, and of being for ever in that place where his great 
name is blasphemed.—It is said of Job, that he feared God 
and eschewed evil. May the same be said of you, at the 
fina! judgment. To fear him is your happiness and duty. 
—Can you refuse to do it? Oh, say thatyou will not. 

3. Tadvise you to be zealous for the worship of God. 
Attend the public worship of the Sabbath when health 
will permit, and be solemn and devout. Let no little 


matter induce you to stay at home. Trifle not with . 


holy things. Let your closet be a witness to your se- 
cret prayers, and your Bible testify your daily devo- 
tion. A prayerless saint cannot be found. All those 
youths that are beloved of Christ, and called to the mar- 
riage supper of the Lamb, employ some part of every day 
in fervent prayer, and in reading the holy Scriptures. 
Prayer is the life of the pious soul. Prayer will make 
you grow in grace, and a constant and devout attendance 
on the services of the sanctuary will be a feast to your 
soul. But if you neglect the worship of the Lord, or if 
vou think your own thoughts, and do your own pleasure, ou 
the Lord’s day, and lead a prayerless life, you will not 
merely go away sorrowful from Christ, but you shall lie 
down in everlasting sorrow. But it is possible that some 
of your companions ridicule religion. Shall the scoffing 
jest of a companion, deter you from praying unto him 
who hath all blessings to give? Is it wiser or better to fear 
man than God? Had you rather have the appiause of a 
sinner than the approbation of the Saviour? What will 
be your thoughts of prayer and public worship at the hour 
of death? If you do not repent of sin, and believe in 
Christ in the days of your youth and health, it is proba- 
ble that your cries for mercy will not be heard, when you 
lie pn the bed of death. 
( To be continued) 
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340 On the Subject of Death. 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


ADDRESS TO YOUNG PERSONS ON THE 8UpB. 
JECT OF DEATH. : 


My pEAR YounGc F'rrenps, 


Death awaits you all. 4/2 that have ever lived since F- 


the foundation of the earth to the present geneiation, 


indeed it might be.considered as of little momeut to us. 
But that is not all. At death the soul is separated from 
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have departed into eternity. Yet, if dying were all, then 


the body, and immediately ascends before the bar of God, & 


and is there judged concerning every action he may have 
performed, every word he may have uttered, yea con- 
cerning every thought that has entered his mind. And, 
© my young fellow mortals, if God were to send his sum- 
mons to you, are you prepared to answer your judge, who 
knows every thing you have ever done? Would you be 
willing to depart this moment and try the realities of eter- 


nity ? How think you that that God, whom you have of- | 


fended, whom you have been grieving by your sins ever 


since you have had a being, would receive you? Hear : 


what he says: “ ‘The wicked shall be turned into hell, and 
all they that forget God.” Now, do you love the Lord 
with all your heart, with aZ? your soul, with all your inind, 
and your neighbour as yourself? Do you feel that your 


strength is perfect weakness ? Do you know any thing ci 


Christ? Has he ever manifested himself to you as au all 
sufficient Saviour, as the chef among ten thousard, aud 
the one altogether lovely? If he has not, if you are yet 
in darkness, if you are speaking peace to ycur souls whilst 
there is no peace, you have :eason to fear the awful de- 
nunciation just quoted.  A// flesh is as grass.”? You 
must die, and meny younger than you bave died. What 
wil! be your excuse, if you are not prepared for death, 
alter all the blessings you have enjoyed? God loves you. 
All the promises are directed to the young. NRemen‘ber 


your Creator inthe days of your youth, &c—Ecclesiastes, | 
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xii. 1. God has no pleasure in the death of the wicked, 
but rather that they would turn and live. Young readet, 
do you know against whom you are sinning? It is against 
that God who made you, and feeds you, and clothes you. 
And more than this; he saw your weakness, and on ac- 
count of his love towards you, he gave his only begotten Son 
to become a servant among men, and to die to purchase 
salvation for you and ali sinners. Oh! how ungrateful 
have you been, that you have not loved so good a Saviour. 
Salvation is offered to you at the price of accepiance. As 
you value your immortal souls flee to Christ, for you are 
under the wrath and condemnation of God every moment 
you are out of Christ. Do not put repentance off to a future 
period. Now is the accepted time, and now is the day 
of salvation. There is vo repentance in the grave. But 
if vou are found wanting at the day of your death, then 
will God say, “ depart ye cursed into everjasting fire, pre- 
pared for the devil aud his angels,’ 


‘ Death! "tis a melancholy day 
‘*¢ To those that have no God.” 


Bat if you have Christ formed in your souls the hope 
of glory ; if you put your whole trust in him, and love him 
with singleness of heart; then the sting of death will be 
taken away. That day, which by men will be considered 
as the day of your death, will, by the saints in heaven, be 
considered as the day of your birth. There all your de- 
sires will be satisfied. You will be permitted to dwell in 
the presence of God your Maker, and of Jesus your pre- 
cious Saviour. Oh, be persuaded, then, to be up and 
doing whilst the day lasts, for the night of death is fast ap- 
proaching when no man can work. Put it not off till to- 
morrow, for after to day you have no promise of mercy. 


“ To-day, if you will hear my voice, harden not your 


hearts,” 
A FRIEND TO THE YOUNG. 


Lawrenceville, Aug. 16, 1819 
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the Holy Spirit hath determined to let them alone, and 
hath said of them, “ He that is filthy let him be filthy still, 
he that ts unholy let him be unholy stil.” When this is 
the case, there can remain no possible hope for that per. 
son; and yet we have reason to fear that it is the awful 
situation of many. 1 hope, my child, to see yon before 
loug, and through the sovereign goodness of God to find 
you rejvicing in hope; with a new soug iu your mouth, 
even praise to our God. But this must be left with him 


ee abe e I Sot RY Swe Fee Se Hit MRR ing 6 SOROS 


who has all hearts in his hands, and basa right to do what P 


he-will with his own. Commending you to the grace of F- 


God, I remain your affectionate father, £. C. 


Steet 
—_—-—-— 


A BROTHER’S ADVICE. 


ONE BROTHER'S ADVICE TO ANOTHER, ON PRESENTING HIM |_| 


WITH A BIBLE. 


In every gift regard the giver’s end ; nor let its externa! 


appearance, but its intrinsic value, sway your judgment |_ 


and command your esteem. It is the part of children to 
value only that which has a dazzling appearance; but 
here is gold in ore. A treasure infinitely more precious 
than the gold of Ophir, or the gems of princely cabineis; 
and all the things thou canst desire, are not to be com- 


pared with it. Here is a display of infaite wisdom, of e 


ineffable goodness, of Almighty love; into which even 
angels desire to look, and in which the best of men have 
found their solace in all the afflictions and adversities of 
life, the sanctification and enhancement of all their de- 
lights, and their title to a blissful immortality, 

Let this be the rule of your faith and practice; the 
guide, the witness, the criterion of all your actions; the 
man of your right hand, and the companion of all your 
counsels. Study it diligently ; it is able to make you wise 
to salvation, to refine all the joys of your youth, to save 
you from its follies, to fit you for a lengthened life, or 
prepare you for an early death; to make that solemn 


mement, which, to thousands, is the dreadful commence: . 
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nent Of inconceivable, of eternal agonies, far, infinitely 
' iar better than the hour of your birth; and with rays 
more cheerful than the rays of the morning, to g.ld your 
passage through the valley of the shadow of dexth, toa 
' brigtiter and a better world. 

_ Let the Bible be the only treasure of your heart; al! 
_ other treasures are but vanity and dross, unworthy of your 
supreme attachment, or even your anxious consideration. 
But this is treasure whieh, if truly yours, is yours eter- 
| nally; of which no power of men or devils will ever be 
able te deprive you. A treasure, which will retain its va- 
jue when all things else shall sink into eternal oblivion ; 
5a book which not the conflagration shall destroy, ‘ In na- 
ture’s ruins not one letter lost.’ 

Receive this book as the pledge of tlie attachment which 
Towe. Receive it as the monitor of eternity, as the mes- 
' senger of God. Its language is invitation, ‘ Come now, 
j let us reason together;’ its loudest voice is warning, 

‘Know that for al these thi ings God will bring thee inte 
x1 | judgment.’ Jf it threatens, it is that it may save us. Con- 
it i sider the message which it bears to you, ‘and the Lord 
o | give you understanaing in all things,’ is the ardent wish 
t @ and present prayer of, 

s 1 Your affectionate Brother, 
_ J.M. Cusack.” 
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- |» A LETTER FROM A BROTHER TO HIS SISTER, A SHOR? 
TIME PREVIOUS TO HER DEATH. 


ore ee 


My Dear Sister—1 have just finished reading a letter 
irom Mama. Much as I wish to reply to her—much as I 
wish to write to your husband, I musi forego all and write 
one word to my Sister. Mama tells me you are drawing 
near the eternal world. 1 wisi J could see you once more. 
i cannot eave here immediately, for one of the chiudren 
are quite sick. In a few weeks 1 hope to be a' —. OU, 
Sister, are you drawing towards that point of time whe: 
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346 4 Leiter from a Brother to his Sister. 


your eternal existence begins?—and what shall Tsayr } 
hope death is robbed ofits sting. I hope ere this, the spir- 
it of adoption bas descended upon your heart, ‘and the 
smile of reconciliation brightened your countenance. Teil 
me, my Sister, is the sinner’s friend your portion? Have 
you found an interest m the blood of sprinkling? When 
looking forward it may not be impossibie that you see a 
meaning in that declaration, which you never saw before, 
“ Thesting of death is sin.”? Have you obtained the vict- 
ory through our Lord Jesus Christ. O my heart ts patied— 
whatshall 1 say—you are a sinner! look baek Sister on 
the cays of childhood and youth, and do you not see that 
you are a great sinner '—I speak with platnness, and yet 
with affection ; have you notas well as your ill deserving 
brother, exhibited a disposition directly contrary tothe wil! 
of God, and a course of condvet in direct opposition to the 
great end of your being ? have you not been more mindful 
of yourself than God? have you lived to please Him? 
have you not slighted his Son and grieved his Spirit ? and 
ought not these reflections to fill you with anguish ? ought 
they not to break your heart? isnot God angry with you 
my Sister? have you not slighted his high and holy av- 
thority, andis he not angry with you, and where is your 
refuge from his anger? Have you found a hiding place 
from the wind—a covert from the tempest, when n sinking 
under the pressure of guilt, and just about launching away ? 
Do you descry any tower of help rising to your view? If 
ask again, is the sinner’s friend your portion—can you 
not repent—will not this flinty heart give way? O, ‘the 
inystery is, how can it help repentingr Let it break, Sis- 
ter, let it break ? it is God against whom you have sinned. 
And O let the tears of penitence flow. Resolve that you 
will be God’s enemy no longer—lay down the weapons of 
your rebellion, and say with David, ‘the Lord is my por- 
tion with my soul.” Methinks you are much like the 
wounded Israelites, dying soon to be no more. And do 
vou behold the brazen serpent? © look and live :—Yes, 
one look of faith towards the Cross and you are safe for 
ever. ‘The everlasting covenant then shields you, aud you 
ng go to be for ever with the Lord. 

ask once more; you and I shall soon meet at the Bar 
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of God—I[ cannot conceal the truth—have you made the 
sinner’s friend your portion ?-—if not, you have time, do it 
ow; and if you do it not now, Sister you will be lost for 
not doing it on your dying bed. There is even now no 
bar to your acceptance with God, but present impeni- 
rence, present-unbelief. Your sins are not too great or 
(oo many to be forgiven. ..No sinner may ever feel that it 
is too late for him to repent, or repenting to find mercy. 
‘) how it swells my bosom with delight to tell you, not 
only as a Brother, but inthe name of my adorable Re- 
deemer, that no guilt of yours transcends the bounty of 
his grace. No stainof yours so deep, but his precious 
blood can wash it away. No life is so really wasted in the 
service of the world and of sip, but the returning peni- 
‘ent may find mercy. Think of the Prodigal Son and 
come to yourself. ‘* Arise, go to your father, and say un- 
to him; Father I have sinned against heaven, and be- 
fore thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy son.” 
Ifyou have no remaining life to consecrate, remember 
(sod does not save for what we can do for him, but for what 
his Son has done for us. The question is not how great a 
sinner you may be; it is simply whether you are now wil- 
ling to lay down the weapons of your rebellion. O bow 
that aspiring head and that unhumbied heart. Are you 
willing now to yield the controversy with your Maker ? 
are you willing now to repent of a!! your transgressions 
and accept the Saviour ? It is not rebeliion—it is not past 
impenitence nor unbelief, nor past ingratitude that closes 
the door of mercy :—No, it is nothing but the heart you 
cherish now. Give it up, Sister, abandon it and yourself, 
and go to God as a self-regsigning sinner—teili him you 
deserve to sink to hell—tefl him he would be glorious and 
lovely should he send youthere. But teil him of that ama- 
zing scene which tuok place on Calvary, and beg him to 
suffer you to lie at his feet ; and beg him, here, to lift on 
you the light of his countenance. O you are going to die. 
Give us some evidence that you die in the Lord, and we 
cease to mourn. Life is nothing—death is nething. If 
you die in Jesus, give your dear husband into the hands 
of God: leave him your dying testimony, that he must 
be born again, and that religion, in our sense of the-word, 
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is an eternaireality. Leave yotr dear children in the P 
hands of God: leave the world and all behind, and look P 
forward, and be ready to meet the Lord in the air, I 
may not meet you until meet you there. O my Sister, 
shall I meet you then to partno more? Will the great 
Gulfroll between us? Omy Father, remember thy cove- 
nant, look down upon thy creature fa mercy 3 look down 
from “thy triumphant throne, infinitely blessed God, and . 
pluck her as a brand from the burning. I have done, Sis- i 
tee; and I now go to my closet to bear you to a prayer; | 
paneiey God, Once more, I sign myself | 
Your affectionate Brother. 
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This is one of the best mottos in the world, or one of 
the worst, according to the meaning attached to it; which | 
will appear from tire conduct of two young people who 
were acquainted wit each other; and who each — 
ed to adopt the above sentence into frequent use. Eliza 
disliked and ridiculed the manner in wich it was . applied 
by Ruth; and Ruth could not but disapprove of the way 
in which it was used by Eliza. The purpose to which 
Ruth employed these werds and the way in which she 

came to adopt them as her matin,’ shall be ex platned in 
the present paper. 

Her parents were persons of superior education, but 
iheir income was limited abd narrow; so that they were 
compeiled by their circamstances, as well as inclined by 
their good sense, to study a liberal economy. Rath en- 
iered into the pr rudent and sensible views of her parents 
at an early age, and ler general conduct gave them so 
much satisfaction, that on the day slie was fourteen, her 
mother informed her that from that ‘ime ste should be 
entrusted with the purchase and intire management of 
her own dress; and that her annual allowance wou!d be 

“ increased accordingly. Tbe sun now allotted to her was 
such as her mother considered sufficient, with prudence 


and management, ‘to meet all her real wants and reason: 
able wishes. 
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Ruth was much delighted with this trust; and when 
she received her first quarterage, the possession of a sum 
of money so much larger than she had ever been mistress 
of before, made her feel a little giddy. However, she de- 
posited it safely in her desk, resolving not to touch it till 
it was really wanted. Economy, ber mother told her, did 
net consist in grudging to supply our real wants, but in 
restraining the desire for superfiuities. Not many days 
after she had entered upon her new responsibility, Ruth 
accompanied her father and mother to’ a neighbouring 
market town, where they frequently went to make pur- 
chases, as they lived in the country. She had often been 
with them en former occasions; but it was with a sensa- 
tion intirely new that she now walked through the busy 
streets of this town, and passed its long rows of well- 
furnished shops. Heretofore she had surveyed the various 
tempting articles they exhibited merely as an amusing 
spectacle, and with no more idea of possessing any of them 
than one has of purchasing the curiosities of a museum. 
But now circumstances were altered: Here were things, 
and pretty things too, that she might have if she pleased. 
And this thought, nothwithstanding Ruth’s prudent tem- 
per and good resolutions, presented itself to her mind con- 
tinually. 

The first thing that struck her as a real desideratunt 
was a steel purse, several of which she saw glittering in a 
jeweller’s window. There were also some silver ones, 
but of these she did not allow herself so much as to think. 
A new purse, now that she had so much more to do with 
money, appeared very suitable for her first purchase. 

‘ Mamma,” said she, pulling her mother’s elbow, 
“ would you stop one minute; I think I should like one 
of those purses.” Her mother, who was aware that this 
day’s excursion would prove rather trying to her daugh- 
ter’s prudence, although she did not intend to put any 
restraint upon her, replied, ** yes I will stop a minute, and 
we will wait here, that you may have time to consider, be- 
fore you go in, whether you wané a new purse.” “ To 
be sure,” said Ruth, after a moment’s thought, “ I have 
uty old silk one; but then ah well, Ican do without 
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ii,’ she added; and without giving anether look at the [' 
shop widow, she hastened on. 
‘¢ Now,” said her mother, “ you have saved five or six 

shillings by that moment’s consideration.” 

At this time beaver hats, trimmed with satin were much | 
worn. There was a capital hatter’s shop in this town, where 7 
iwo large bow-windows, furnished with every variety of 7 
shade and shape, to suit all fancies, caught the eve of the} 
fair passengers: some loaded with nodding plumes, others 
with most becoming pink satin linings, and trimmings tof) 
match; and some with broad embossed bands, and cang-)7 
ling tassels. | 

«© Mamma,” said Ruth, as they passed this shop, “ would| 
you stop one minute? 1 was thinking—don’t you think af 
beaver lat would be very warm and comfortable for me 
this winter; and besides, how it would save my straw! | 
That is a very pretty one, isn’t it?—just my size I should 
think :—shall we just go in and inquire the price ?” : 

“ If yeu wish it, we will,” replied the mother; so they 73, 
entered the shop; where a handsomely dressed lady was |) 
then in the act of purchasing one of the very same shape. | 
Ruth seeing this, jogged her mother, that she might notice | 
such a sanction to her own choice. They now inquired 
the price of the article in question. | 

“ That hat, ladies, is ape guinea only,” said the shop- ~ 
keeper. d 

Here Ruth darted an inquiring look at her mother, to 
know whether she thought it cheap or dear. 

“ You recollect your straw hat, I suppose, my dear,” 
said her mother, ‘* Straws, ma’am,” interrupted the shop- 
keeper, “ are now considered remarkably common :— 
quite out in fact. We have a surprising demand for 
beavers at the present time: the manufacturer assures me 
he cannot get them made up fast enough.” 

Ruth’s respect for beavers and contempt of straws were 
wonderfully increased by this speech. 

‘¢Allow me, ma’am,” continued he, “ to recommend the 
young lady to try it on.” Ruth, who knew this would be a 
hazardous experiment, again looked at her mother: then 
she reflected a moment; (which, it must be confessed, is - 
a difficult thing to do, dispassiona/ely, in a room full of 
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‘hats and bonnets:) she thea whispered to her mother, 


Biid 


c 


«[ wish we had not come in, for after all, I could do with- 


out i.” ~* Tam very sorry we have given you any trouble, 
S Sir? said Ruth’s mother to the shopkeeper, “ for [ believe 
we shall not purchase one this morning. 


3 
The shopkeeper bowed; and whether he or Ruth felt 


.£ smost disappointed, it would be hard to determine, 


(To be continued. ) 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


ADDRESS DELIVERED TO THE CHILDREN OF THE SABBAT¢ 
SCHOOL IN WEST HARTFORD, AT THE CLOSE OF THE FIRST 


QUARTER FOR THE PRESENT SEASON, 


>) My vounc Frienps, 


The exhibition which has this day been made of your 
oroficiency in the Sabbath School, must afford a high de- 


- zree of satisfaction, not only to your parents and friends, 


yt to every one who feels interested in the advancement 
of the Redeemei’s kingdom. ‘The acquisition of religious 
knowledge, which many of you have made the quartec 
past, is very great. Ido not exaggerate when I say it is 
astonishing. For the purpose of inciting you to applica- 
tidn and diligence, such motives have been presented to 
you as are found to influence mankind; a desire to please 
our friends, and a desire to excel. Suffer me now to call 
your attention to the great object, which the friends of 
your immortal souls had in view, in establishing this 
school, your everlasting salvation. 

You are educating, be it remembered, for eternity: to 
what purpose, the day of judgment must determine. That 
day, you are informed, will find many of the human race 
totally unprepared for the trial which they must then en- 
dure. ‘And how, in what state, my dear yeung friends, 
will it find you? This is an interesting inquiry: “ fer we 
must a!l appear before the judgment seat of Christ.” Will 
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ff you be found, after enjoying the light which you are new | 
+ favoured with, to have neglected the concerns of vou P 
At souls? The heathen will, in “that case, rise up in judgment : 
4 against you, and condemn you: for had they been fa. | 
il voured with the information which you possess respecting F 
rT a future judgment, and the qualifications necessary fora F 
4 happy eternity, many of them would doubtless have re. [7 
ut pented, = 

+ | My young friends, while ergaged in committing tof 
i memory your catechism and_ scripture lessons, do you F- 
reflect that you are storing your minds with truths the F 

i most important that ever occupied the attention of man? >” 
é: i Yes; you are conversant with truths and events, at which F_ 
i, the universe is astonished: God becoming incarnate,— | ~ 
: i suffering poverty, grief, reproach, and a cruel death, to | 
id redeem vile, rebellious man! ‘The precious word of eternal | 
i sha fife which reveals to you these things, acquaints you like- | 
at wise with the terms on which you may share in the be- |~ 
af nefits of this redemption; viz. to repent of your sins, | 7 

| velieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and live a life of F 
‘* piety to God and obedience to lis commands. To the & 
ab performance of these duties, you are urged by motives the | 
an most powerful that can affect a sensitive, rational, or im | 
ae mortal being. s 
ay Ilow awfully responsible is our present situation! I — 
at behold in each person before me a candidate for eter- | 
we nity. When millions of ages shall have rolled away, and [| 
#\ thousands of successive worlds, perhaps, have been | 7 
if created and destroyed, we shall still exist, and still be ¢ 
hae destined to exist for an eternity to follow. Were we as- |” 


sured that all would be well with us hereafter, this con- 
sideration, though solemn, would not-be alarming. But 
a no such assurance is afforded us. On the contrary, the 
r word of God, which alone brings immortality to light, our 
only sure directory in matters relating to futurity, inva- 
viably sets forth two classes of mankind ; the righteous and 
ihe wicked; the former, candidates for eternal life; the 
iatter, for endless woe. "To one of those two classes, eac! 
‘ii of us belongs. How interesting to know which ! 

A The word of God exhibits to us truths still more alarm- 
Be ing. Itrepresents us all by nature belonging to the class 
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of the wicked; and, while the road to destruction is 
broad and many go in thereat, the way to life is said to be 
narrow, and few there be that find it. Few, it aupeer® 
by the conduct of mankind, seek for it in earnest. Why? 
Because * the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the 

ride of life,” divert the attention from these important 
truths, and shut out from the mind all serious reflection, 
And much it is to be feared, my fellow immortals, (how 
dreadful the thought!) that the same cares, business, and 
pleasures of this world, which have ingulfed, and sent 
to endless perdition, millions of your fellow creatures, will 
also prove the eternal ruin of many of you. 

Is it tpue—can it be—that every individual iv this house 
is ere long personally to appear before the bar of God ; 
and, if found not to have gained possession of those qua- 
fications which are indispensible to future happiness, 
doomed to go away into everlasting fire? The greater part 
of mankind are sensible of no such thing. Neither were 
the inhabitants of the old world, though repeatedly ad- 
monished by Neah, aware that a deluge was soon to over- 
whelm them. Lot, when he warned the inhabitants of 
Sodom of the ruin that hung over their city, and exhoried 
them to escape, seemed like one that mocked. Do the 
sons in-law of Lot now, think you, consider his earnest 
exhortatiow to them, “ up, get ye out of this city, for the 
Lord will destroy it,” as mockery? With what emotions, 
do you imagine, the spirits in prison now contemplate the 
former preaching of Noah to them? And with what emo- 
tions shall we, when advanced millions and millions of 
ages into eternity, viewing still a boundless eternity before 
us, with what emotions, I say, shall we look back upon 
this speck.of our exis{ence, this short term of probation, 
that fixed our everlasting destiny? If we, through grace, 
shall have chosen the good part ; if we shall have escaped 
the snares of our grand adversary, which beset us on all 

sides, while travelling through this world; if we shall have 
fought the good fight of faith, and come off conquerors 5 
with what humble and rapturous joy shall we shout his 
praises, who gave us the victory! But if consigned to 
‘the lake which burneth ve fire and byimstone, “ there 
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to converse with everlasting groans, unrespited, uupitied, 
unreprieved, ages of hopeless end ;” how shall we rue 
our present fully and stupidity, in hating instruction and 
despising reproof? 

Does a great degree of anxiety on this subject seem to 
any one unnecessary ? Tappeal to your own reason to 
decide, whether the bare poss bility of failing of eternal 
life, of sinking down under the wrath ef God for ever, 
is not sufficient to awaken in every reflecting mind, the 
most deep felt solicitude What solicitude then becomes 
us, when He who cannot lie, has warned us that we are 
in imminent danger of this doom! If after visiting the 
eternal world, and realizing the truth of these things, we 


- might be permitted to return to earth, and enjoy another 


state of probation, our situation would perhaps be less 


alarming. But it is far otherwise. A shortterm of trial here, ~ 
and all will be determined with us. We shall find our- © 
selves ushered into a state of existence, never, never to | 


change. No season of probation will ever again be al. 
lotted to us; no Son of God will again step forth to me- 
ciate between God and his rebel creatures; no future Sa- 
viour wi'l appear to redeem lost sinners: he that is unholy, 
will be unholy still. 

And this period will soon come about. The stream of 
time is bearing us forward with a rapid and unceasing 
current: the ocean of eternity must soon receive us, 
What is our lifer “ We are here—we are gone!’’ 

As you value, then, your immortal souls, as you wou!d 
escape the wrath to came, let me entreat you to improve 
the present fleeting moments in securing your salvation. 
By putting off this work one day, or one hour, you hazard 
all that isdear to you. Will you not from this time cry 
unto God, “ My father, be thou the guide of my youth p 
Lea-.e not a duty neglected. If you do, you do it at your 
peril. Christ, who now offers to stand between you and 
civine jus‘ice, will soon put off the character of Mediator, 
and assuine that of your Judge. 
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West-Hartrorp, Sept. 24, 1819. 


To the Editor of the Guardian, 


Sir,—In eonformity to your request, I send you an ac 
count of the Sabbath Sehool in this place. 

The institution cf Sabbath Schools, needs not at this 
late period to be defended. Facts every where demon- 
strate their utility. ‘The vivacity of youth must find some 
object upon which to exert itself. If the attention and 
affections are not engaged upon important subjects, they. 
will be occupied with trifles. The enjoyment which 
children derive from their toys and pastimes, it is easily 
perceived, is not owing to any intrinsic value in the ob- 
jects themselves, which they so eagerly pursue, but to 
some circumstances or associations of ideas, inéependent 
ef those objects. Whenever these circumstances can be 
ascertained and applied to useful employments, such em- 
ployments are likewise rendered delightful. Of this truth 
1 never witnessed a happier exemplification than the Sab- 
bath School in this place affords. 

The school embraces nearly two hundred children, for 
whose Jeisure it furnishes interesting and profitable em- 
ployment, and thus diverts, in a measure, their attention 
from useless and pernicious sports to the important ob- 
ject of acquiring religious knowledge. Visit their homes 
on any day of the week, and they are found either engaged 
in study, or with their books lying near them, ready to 
resume themat every intermission of their domestic em- 
ployments. 

To anticipate such effects on the establishment of a 
Sabbath School, would be thought extravagant. Such 
effects, however, though not anticipated, have in this 
school been realized. The following abstract of the quar- 
terly report, exhibits the result of such extraordinary ap- 
plication. 

The proficiency of the scholars is expressed by num- 
bers, representing the verses of scripture, or what is deem. 
ed equivalent, which they have recited. Of 186 pupils, nine 
have credit for more than 2000 verses each ; thirty-five, 
for more than 1000 ; ong one, for more than 500; and 
one hundred and seventy, for more than 100 ; leaving six- 
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teen who fall short of 100. The scholar that excels has cre. 
dit for 7100; the second, 6406; the third, a girl under 
eight years of age, 3150. The aggregate of the whole 
school is 130,036, which gives an average of 706 to a scho- 
lar. The average of the female part of the school is 949; 
that of the males, 417. This account embraces the ac- 
quisition ef twelve sabbaths. 

‘The school continues in successful operation ; and from 
the present aspect of it, we may expect an exhibition at 
the end of the present quarter, no less gratifying than the 
ene already made. 


SAMUEL AND JAMES. 


It is delightful to notice the tokens of the divine ap- 
probation which so frequently, in late days, attend the 
benevolent and pious efiorts of Sabbath School teachers. 
And happy will that youth be, who regards such a pub- 
lic notice of the Loid’s goodness to any unknown young 
fellow sinner, as a cail on bim, from his great God and 
Saviour, *° 

in a distant village lived a careless family, who seldom 

darkened the door of any Church, and never, it is believ- 
eh did they raise the voice of prayer but when they 
were calling onthe Almighty to damn those who had of: 
fended them. Under such dreadful instruction and ex- 
ample, and parents too! Samus. and James ——— lived. 
As might naturaily be expected, when they had attained; 
the one to his 12th, the other to his 14th year, both were 
regarded, with sorrowful concern, by many, as swift trav- 
ellers to ruin. 


But it pleased that Being who endowed a dear little 


band with a “charitv which was not rash, or vaunted not 
itself—but snffered long and was kind”—to establish a 
Sabbath Schoo!. It was conducted in an interesting and 
able manner. Many were induced by the rewards which 
were given to read and memorise the Sacred Scriptures. 
Samuel and James at last were to be seen repeatedly 
among the mntesesting group-—2nd after some monihs, by 
the divine blessing on the efforts of those who acted like 
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dutiful parents, both of the little brothers deserted the 
ranks of young blustering swearers, and lounging ignor- 
aut Sabbath breakers. It was evident to the estimable 
gentlemen, their teachers, “ that these boys were not con- 
tent with mere negative goodness’—that they were not 
content with mere labouring to cease from evil—but were 
learning to do well. Ina little barn they daily met for 
retired social prayer. Here they probably often held 
sweet communion with the Father of their spirits. But 
they did not long enjoy the concealment of this litle Beth- 
el. =By an imprudent action of a stranger, which evinced 
his hardihoed in guilt, as well as the determinate but re- 
tired devotion of the youth, who were rudely disturbed 
while engaged in soeial duty, they were induced to search 
out a more private place in which to hold communion 
with Him whom they :egarded as their Maker, their Re- 
deemer, and their Judge. ‘Tliis place was no other than 
a dark disagreeable cellar—so that they could not con- 
veniently address the Hearer of prayer in that posture 
which is so becoming and expressive in poor, sinful, de-. 
pendent creatures. Ah! Samuel and James had not the 
deep shades of the grove, or the distant chamber, or the 
lonely closet into which they might have retired, as many 
of their unknown young brothers (and namesakes too) now 
have. Shortly afver this retired place was sclected, a bun- 
dle of straw was conveyed into it, privately, by the elder 
brother. And here these dear young fol'owers of the Ree 
deemer were accustomed to meet, and jointly to pray to 
that God who saw them in the dark. Only a few weeks 
had elapsed before another removal was deemed proper— 
but it was a happy removal; and both parents and chil- 
dren will think of it with peculiar joy and delight through 
aleternity. Accidentally the father discovered the straw 
in the cellar. He asked his son Samuel, “ what it was 
put there for?” ‘The boy, with a firmness of resolution 
and a coolness of temper which might have thrown a lus- 
© tre even round aged piety, replied, “ Father! James and 
~ [used to go into the barn to pray ; but some one threw 
Stones at the door: and when we caine into the cellar it 
| was so muddy that I brought the straw down—and it was 
‘ spread tt there, that we might kneel on it.” The reply 
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was enough jor a prayerless father. 
eye and witha sinking heart, he went into a room; but 
when his hand was on the lock of the door he exclaimed, 
“Oh God! is it possible my children are entering into 
heaven and J am staying back?” What his vows and 
engagements were after he closed the door are only known 
hing who Isoketh on the heart. ina very little time a 
striking and complete reformation became apparent in 
both father and mother. Alftook their stand decidedly 
for God and for holiness—all gave full satisfaction to the 
ollicers of a respectable Church and were admitted into 
full communion. The voice of prayer and praise is no 
longer a stranger to their dwelling. Now peace dwells 
within its walls and prosperity is perched upon its roof; 
andthe happy inhabitants are not without the cheering 


hope of being translated to a ‘house not made with 


hands, eternal in the heavens ”— Chillicothe Recorder. 





“REMEMBER THE SABBATH DAY TO KEEP IT HOLY.” 


The benevolent Charles S. Dudley, of England, stated 
that he had at different times, visited 141 individua's un- 
der sentence of death, all of whom agreed that their first 
crime was Sabbath breaking. Amongst others he visited 
a poor man sixty-four years of age, at Oxiord Castle. Mr. 
D. asked him what had been his first temptation. His 
answer was, ** breaking the Sabbath-day: firstrambling in 
the fielcs ; then gambling; then drinking.” Ue could not 
read, he had never entered a place of worship for twenty- 
two years. [le ended an unhappy life at the gallows. 





COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


REFLECTIONS OF A SERIOUS YOUTH AT THE INTERMENT 
OF A BELOVED AND PIOUS MOTHER. 


Adieu, fond Parent, e’en in death still dear, 
And shall I view thy joyous smile no more ? 

Must Earth’s cold cavern, joy less, dark and drear, 
Yor ever shroud thy long loy’d visage o’er? 


With a down cas: 
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Stay, cruel Earth, O hide not from mine eyes 

A friend so rare, one parting look [ crave, 

For, oace en'omb’d, mortals shall ne’er arise, 

Till the Jast trump shal! rouse them from the grave. 


Hark! *tis the rumbling clod, deep, doleful sound ! 
[t seals my sorrow, speaks the long farewell ; 

Has life a joy within her dreary round, 

This bleeding heart to cure, this grief dispel ? 


That voice, that smile, so fraught with love before, 
That tender hand, which nurs’d my growing years, 
Those constant deeds of kindness, are no more ; 
Pardon, O friends, these overwhelming tears. 


Dun night descends, to enhance the scene of woe, 
J leave this hallow’d dust, a mother’s tomb; 
Whither, forlon, ab, whither shall I go? 

For, naught but three-fold sorrow broods at home. 


There, sad remembrance, day and night shal! dwell, 
Where once she strew’d parental blessings round, 
And every plaintive moment, there shall tell, 

That I have lost what never can be found. 


Yet smiling Hope, would soothe me, while | mourn, 
And wipe the tear, and calm the rising sigh ; 
Nought but the c/ay, here moulders in the urn ; 
The nobler part is wing’d to joys on high. 


Thither, triumphant, o’er death’s dismal scene, 
By seraphs convoy’d, she is fled to rest ; 

Her Works and Graces, following in the train, 

Before the throne of God, proclaim her bless’d. 


In robes of white, she treads the etherial soil, 
And, led by Jesus, to life’s golden tree, 

She sings perpetual ease from pain and toil, 
And plucks the fruits of Immortality. 


Why, then, O why, should I indulge this woe? 
Why weep for oue, who tunes a harp divine? 
Be this my greater, constant care, to know 
How all that now is hers, may soon be mine. 
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I'l] mark the shining path, that here she trod, 3 
And seek the rest to Zion’s pilgrim given ; ‘ 
Away, vain toys, which steal the heart from God, 
My life on earth, shall be, to live for Heaven. 


So, when the Archangel’s voice shall wake the dead, 
And lose the imprison’d millions under ground, 
Among the righteous may I lift my head, 





To see a smiling God, a Saviour found. S. 
wee 
ig 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GUARDIAN. 2 
SiR, ; ‘2 
B 


The following lines were written by a boy of 11 years of age a 
> hom you would gratify by inserting them in the Guardian. : 


THE INFANT’S GRAVE. 


Where yon mourner pale is weeping, 
And that youthful cypress grows, ‘Z 
There a mother’s hope is sleeping, a 
Like a young and blighted rose. 


Beautiful the infant grew, 
And it flourished fair and bright, 
Till death clos’d its eyes of blue 
In an everlasting night. 


Yet to Heaven its spirit fled— 4 
There to bloom for ever more; a 

Ne’er again a tear to shed, : 
All its cares and sorrows o’er. 


But the weeping mother’s anguish . 
Who can comfort—who can heal ? ee 
Shall she thus forever languish — 
Ever thus afflicted kneel ? 


God, her anguish can assuage, 
He, her broken heart will heal, 
He, who calms the tempest’s rage. 
Then to Him with praises kneel. 





